
This month will 
feature one of our 
members, Marc Shaw. He 
will be conducting a 
workshop wherein he will 
show us how to plant and 
cultivate a 
root over 
rock 
planting. 
Marc is 
bringing a 
total of 
eight rocks 
and eight 
young 
hawthorne 
trees to use 
in the workshop. He will 
use one of each for the 
workshop and the other 
seven will be offered to 
members wanting to pay 
$10.00 total for a rock and 
tree. Individuals interested 
will have their names 
drawn from a hat, first 
selecting a tree, then in 
reverse order, the seven 
members will select a 
rock. All individuals 

wanting to participate  
should bring; a repotting 
pan (Home Depot has 
them for around $8.00 to 
$10.00), A rock and tree 
(in case yours is not one 

of the seven 
names drawn), 
wire, raffia, and 
potting soil 
(more organic 
than usual 
since the rock 
and plant will 
be actually be 
placed in the 
soil for a time 
while the roots 

develop and cascade 
down over the rock). 

This should be a 
great workshop and if you 
have questions, please 
call Marc Shaw at 
336-5779.
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WOW, what a great meeting with 
Jonas Dupuich 
this past month. 
He is really a 
super instructor 
and had a lot to 
offer over and 
above what was 
being discussed 
during the demo. 

Jonas 
brought a black 

pine that he later placed in the raffle, but 
the thrust of his discussion was what to 
look for when seeking bonsai material 
regardless of where the material is 
coming from; i.e., nursery stock, other 
members, auctions, field digs, or from 
anywhere for that matter. 

He used several instructional aids 
during the discussion; photos, plants 
that he had brought with him as well as 
handouts. The handouts were used by 
members to evaluate the five sample 

trees that he brought, based on the 
criteria Jonas provided 
to us during his 
presentation. It was a 
great exercise that 
gave us a chance to 
evaluate the trees, 
using the details that he 
had given us regarding 
how to evaluate 
prospective material for 
bonsai. 
This was a valuable 

lesson for all of us because we’re 
always in the hunt for new bonsai 
material. We now have some insight into 
what to look for that will give us a better 
start towards better bonsai!

The black pine that Jonas brought 
for the raffle table was won by, you 
guessed it, Marc Shaw. 

January’s Program
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February 19th

Using projection as a training aid

Using projection 
as a training aid

Jonas with the raffle table black pine 



This is the time of year when we all renew our membership 
in this incredible bonsai club by paying our dues. 

                       Just so everyone knows, our Constitution and By-Laws state 
“… Dues for the current fiscal year shall be due on January 1st; delinquent            

after the January general meeting and if not paid by the end of the    
February general meeting, the member shall be automatically dropped from 

the membership roster.”
Please don’t let that happen to you because, in order to become a member 

again, you’ll have to pay the New Membership fees again. 

Who is Having a Birthday in February?
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Reiko Akiyoshi Gail Levin

I’m sorry to have to report that Pauline Fillion’s beloved pet, Doora, has passed away. Doora 
suffered for a long time from bone cancer and was in severe pain. She passed away at 9 p.m. 

on January 20th. Our thoughts are with you Pauline.



The following schedule of demonstrators for calendar year 2018 and beyond is presented 
with the understanding that it is fluid and certainly not final. We appreciate your indulgence and 
patience as things develop and demonstrators become more clear and committed.  

February 16, 2018 - Marc Shaw - Root over Rock Planting

March 17, 2018 - Scott Chadd - Forest Planting

April 21, 2018 - TBD

May 19, 2018  - TBD

June 16, 2018 - Annual Garden Tour.

July 21, 2018 - TBD

August 18, 2018 - Live & Silent Auction.

September 16, 2018 - TBD

October 21, 2018 - TBD

November 10, 2018 - TBD

December 15, 2018 - Holiday Brunch (White Elephant Gift Exchange).

January 20, 2019 - TBD

If anyone has ideas or suggestions for demonstrators or events, please submit them to 
Michael Anderson, our Programs Chairperson, or any other member of the board.
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And Now, A Little Humor:
● Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, “I’ve lost my electron.” The other says, 

“Are you sure?” The first one replies, “Yes, I’m positive.”
●Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain durang a root canal?  

His goal: transcend dental medicateon.
●There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with the hope that at least 

one of the puns would make them laugh. “No pun in ten did.” 



Bonsai Care For February:
This sure isn’t like last year. You can’t 

rely on Mother Nature this year.  
Remember to water your trees!! When the 
akadama on the surface turns light brown, 
its time to water.
 Continue to transplant your trees.  
Do it now! Healthy deciduous trees can be 
bare rooted. Weak deciduous trees can be 
partially bare rooted, removing the field soil 
on ½ or ⅓ of the rootball leaving the rest of 
the root ball intact. You can get the rest 
cleaned out when you transplant in a year 
or two. Conifers should not be totally bare 
rooted but at least one section of old field 
soil should be cleaned out if any still 
remains like in the weak deciduous trees 
above. 
 Grafting time is here for pines 
junipers and other species. This and fall are 
perfect times to graft. Keep some shoots 
toward the side of the tree to use as 
scions. But don’t use the very tip of a 
vigorously growing shoot as this can be too 
strong a scion for the graft to take. Plan out 
where you will be putting these grafts. If 
you will be grafting deciduous trees, cut 
some scions and put them in damp paper 
towels and in the crisper of your 
refrigerator. When the tree buds start 
moving, bring them out and use them for 
your grafts. Remember that you will have 
better success if the under-stock’s sap is 
moving before the scions does. 
 Remember the project we talked 
about several years ago when we were to 
work on trees at different stages of 
refinement? Start on a couple trees now, 
develop last years starters and refine a 
couple of last years developed trees as well 
as the six you refined a couple of years 
ago. When you get multiples of nicely 
refined trees, keep the best and trade the 
extras for better and better trees.  The key 

is to keep only 
the best of 
these for your 
own collection 
and really 
concentrate on 
them. Lose the 
rest. Don’t start 
working on 
another one until 
you have 
completed as 
much work as 
you can on one 
for this year. 
 Remember to use dormant spray 
again around Valentine’s day. It is best to 
do it on a day that the temperature will not 
get above 55º or you could burn the 
foliage. Try copper spray or lime-sulfur, 
except on Ume, spruce, azaleas and 
tropical trees, to protect deciduous and 
fruiting and flowering species. This will 
head off big problems later on. 
 When you cut back on branches 
this month, leave just a tiny stub for die 
back.  If you cut an entire branch, do not 
cut into the branch collar which is that 
swollen area where the branch attaches 
to the trunk. Remember that the tree is 
getting active and will soon generate 
new growth to heal over the cuts. 
 Now that the pine needles have 
matured and hardened, if you haven’t 
already removed them, it is time to take 
off all the old needles and some of the 
newer needles on the plump and 
healthy shoots. This opens up the 
interior of the tree to the sun and airflow 
that is necessary to generate back 
budding.
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Continued on Page 6



Remember to leave more needles on 
lower branches and interior buds; and if 
weak, don’t touch at all. Watch out for 
those that have already started new tiny 
buds. It would be a shame to 
accidentally pluck out those tiny buds 
you try so hard to generate. 
 Plan to collect some trees this 
year. Whether it is a neighbors 
pyracanthas hedge or an oak dig or a 

trip to the mountains or desert for 
junipers, don’t pass up this great way to 
find super material. It also gives you a 
chance to observe the branching and 
twigging patterns of your favorite trees.    
 Collect interesting mosses and 
lichen in flats for use at show time.  The 
best accent plants for a bonsai are those 
that are growing up along side it in the 
wild. 

JT                   Reprinted with permission
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February 17 - 18, 2018 - GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt presents its Annual Mammoth 
Auction and Sale Fundraiser at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Lake 
Merritt in Oakland, CA. Saturday: Auction preview noon with Auction starting at 1:00 p.m. 
Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 9:00 a.m.; Plant Sales start at 10:00 a.m. Demonstrations start 
at 1:00 p.m. Everyone is encouraged to submit their bonsai and bonsai related items for 
consideration to be included in the Mammoth Auction at the earliest date possible. For more 
information or to sell bonsai, email bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and/or visit 
gsbf~lakemerritt.org. 

February 24 - 25, 2018 - GSBF Collection at the Huntington presents its Annual 
Bonsai~A~Thon XXII at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, 
San Marino, CA. Event admission is free with Bonsai~A~Thon “early bird” registration 
between 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Event hours are 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. both days. Pancake 
breakfast, demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and auction. For 
more information visit www.gsbfhuntington.com.
 
March 3 - 4, 2018 - The Wafu School of Ikebana is celebrating its 48th Anniversary “Spring 
Awakening” Flower Show at the Quinlan Community Center, 10185 N. Stelling Road, 
Cupertino, CA. Hours are from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., with demonstrations throughout the 
day on both days. Admission is free including limited free parking around the Quinlan Center. 
Additional parking is available at the De Anza College (one block north of Stevens Creek 
Blvd. at $3.00 per day). Wafu is a nonprofit organization and a $5.00 per person donation 
upon entry is appreciated.

Continued from Page 5 

Other Bonsai Club News

March 11th

March 17th
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