
Our club is very 
fortunate because Scott 
Chadd will be our 
demonstrator during our 

March 17th General 
Meeting. As you probably 
already know, Scott is the 
current President of the 
Golden Sates Bonsai 
Federation. And, as you 
can imagine, he’s pretty 
busy, so for him to take 
the time to come to Santa 
Cruz and demonstrate for 
our club is something 
special. 

Scott will be doing a 
forest planting and, even 
though we’ve had similar 
demonstrations like this in 

the past, I’m sure we’ll see 
something different and 
special this time. He will 
be planting a “Red Leaf 

Japanese 
Maple” forest. I 

told Scott that 
we would like 

to place the 
demonstration 
forest on the 
raffle table and 
it would be the 
last ticket 
drawn to 

determine the winner. 
Based on fact that this is 
Scott’s creation, the 
demonstration forest will 
be very valuable. Be sure 
to bring your check book 
or cash so that you can 
participate in the raffle 
drawing. 

 Program For March 17th

March 2018 

Refreshments for March   
will be provided by:

Don Hilbert
Chris Howe

Rick Near

General Meetings:
  Monthly, 3rd Saturday, 9 a.m.
  Live Oak Grange Hall
  1900 17th Avenue
  Santa Cruz, CA 95062
Workshops: (Members Only)
  Monthly, 2nd Wednesday, 7 p.m.
  Aptos Grange Hall #800
  2555 Mar Vista Drive
  Aptos, CA 95003
Club Officers:
  President: Pete Logan
    pete.logan@sbcglobal.net

  Vice President: Sarah Tiller
    sarah.tiller@gmail.com

   Secretary: Deborah Wittich
     d_wittich@yahoo.com

   Treasurer: Helen Klee
     hkleester88@yahoo.com

   Past President: Ed Lambing
     edinbonnydoon@comcast.net
    Director at Large Position 1:
      Michael Anderson
         margiesmemoriies@aol.com

   Director at Large Position 2:
      Ed Lambing
       edinbonnydoon@comcast.net       
      Co-Chair - Marc Shaw
        marcshaw@sbcglobal.net
   Newsletter Editor: Ed Lambing
       edinbonnydoon@comcast.net

NEWSLETTER
March 20th

April 1st

Scott Chadd
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February’s Program
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The demonstration in March was 
quite enlightening. After the drawing was 
held to determine who was going to 
participate in the festivities, work on the 

root over rock project progressed. To the 
best of my knowledge, we had not had a 
demonstration like this in the past. I 
believe we all walked away with a much 
better understanding of how to perform 
this rather unique method of creating 
bonsai. The use of raffia to hold the tree 

to the rock was interesting and 
informative. This is obviously something 
all club members can practice and thus 
become more creative. 

It’s going to be fun to bring these 
trees back next year to check the 
progress. We’ll have to talk with Marc to 

make sure when the appropriate time 
will be to actually pull the plant out of the 
pot to check the progress. 

The raffle was good to our new 
president Pete Logan. 

Marc Shaw & Root Over Rock Prep

Placing Tree Roots Over Rock 

Holding Tree to Rock with Raffia

Pete Logan Won the Demo Tree!



1. During the meeting on March 17th, in addition to performing the 
demonstration, Scott Chadd will be selling bonsai related items at a 20% 
discount to club members. He will be bringing trees, pots, wire, tools, and 
other bonsai items. 

2. Michael Nelson will be performing a demonstration at Alladin Nursery, 
in Watsonville on March 31 - 1-3 pm. Please attend if you can!

3. Jack Brain has sent an email announcing the creation of the Pacific 
Bonsai Museum's LAB (Living Art of Bonsai). It’s an experimental 
collaborative for bonsai design innovation. A three minute video trailer to the 
forthcoming documentary is available for viewing and sharing here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS8dUUeWF8o. For additional information, 
please contact Jack Brain.

4. Our new website is nearing completion thanks to the incredible 
efforts of Sarah Tiller. Your board is evaluating her latest draft. More to come!

Who is Having a Birthday in March?
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Pauline Fillion

Todd MorganDeborah WittichChris Howe

Bob Leonard
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The following schedule of demonstrators for calendar year 2018 and beyond is presented 
with the understanding that it is fluid and certainly not final. We appreciate your indulgence and 
patience as things develop and demonstrators become more clear and committed.  

April 21, 2018 - TBD

May 19, 2018  - TBD

June 16, 2018 - Annual Garden Tour.

July 21, 2018 - TBD

August 18, 2018 - Live & Silent Auction.

September 16, 2018 - TBD

October 21, 2018 - TBD

November 10, 2018 - TBD

December 15, 2018 - Holiday Brunch (White Elephant Gift Exchange).

January 19, 2019 - TBD

February 16, 2019 - TBD

March 16, 2019 - TBD

If anyone has ideas or suggestions for demonstrators or events, please submit them to 
Michael Anderson, our Programs Chairperson, or any other member of the board.
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And Now, A Little Humor:
● Haunted French pancakes give me the crêpes.
● I tried to catch some fog but I mist.
● I know a guy who’s addicted to break fluid, but he says he can stop any time.
● I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it dawned on me.
● This girl said she recognized me from the vegetalrian club, but I’d never met 

herbivore.



Bonsai Care For March:
Nothing like inconsistency. Last year 

a deluge – this year a trickle. Everything is 
popping and we only have a short window 
open to transplant beeches or hornbeams’ 
boxwoods and conifers. Be careful with 
aftercare if the leaves are showing on your 
deciduous trees. Hopefully the cold snaps 
are over and we won’t have that to deal 
with.

 Time to start on your conifers. But 
don’t bare-root conifers, you could lose 
them. If there is any field soil it must be 
removed but if it is solid throughout, do half 
of it this year and the other half next year.  
The half you do this year will be able to 
support the tree when you do the other half 
next year. 

 Be sure to secure all trees in the pot 
with tie-down wires. If the tree is wobbly it 
will not develop lateral roots but will try to 
put down one or more tap roots again. Not 
what we want. 

 Broadleaf evergreens such as 
boxwoods and azaleas as well as junipers, 
and pines are repotted in February and 
early March. Be careful as this has been a 
warm winter and everything is moving.  
Needle juniper is an exception – they can 
wait until May. 

 At this point, return your 
transplanted trees to a sunny location.  
The angle of the Sun is relatively low 

and it will warm 
and stimulate 
the roots and 
get them going 
faster. Rotate 
your trees every 
couple of weeks 
or at least 
monthly for well 
rounded 
growth. Do 
watch out for 
late frosts.  The 
weatherman always has a curveball in 
his bag of tricks. 

 You can be styling and wiring your 
conifers. Big bends are O K until about 
mid March. Then you run the risk of 
detaching the cambium from the 
sapwood. 

 Don’t fertilize yet except for trees 
you want to fatten and young material in 
a pre-bonsai state. Not on mature trees 
you are refining. 

 Remember to continue your 
monthly fungal treatments, alternating 
different fungicides like copper,  
Mancozeb,  Zerotol, Clearys, Daconil, 
etc. You need to mix it up for all those 
nasty fungi. 

JT           Reprinted with permission
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Just a bit of a reprieve for this year regarding Federal Taxes. Because April 15th 
falls on a Sunday this year, we all have until April 17th to file our federal taxes or to 
request an extension but don’t forget, even if you request an extension, you are 
required to pay your estimated taxes by April 17th. Hey, just trying to help!!!



 On Saturday, March 3rd and 
Sunday, March 4th, a very special 
flower show took place in the Quinlan 
Community Center, Cupertino, CA. 
The Wafu School of Ikebana, 
presented its “Spring Awakening” 
Flower Show.  
 Our very own Helen Klee was 
instrumental in setting up the show 
and coordinating the purchase and 
distribution of all the  flowers used in 
the displays. She said that each 
display was completed on the 
Thursday prior to the weekend show. 
This is done to preserve the freshness 
of the flowers. Helen had two displays 
set up, one is shown at the right.  
 Each display in the show had a 
placard that listed the components 
that made up the arrangement.                  

Page 6

April 6 - 7, 2018 -The GSBF Clark Bonsai Collection at Shinzen: Köen~Nai No Bonsai is 
planning a new new event this year; an afternoon of BBQ on Friday, April 6th and a full day of 
bonsai on Saturday, April 7th. Location is 7775 North Friant Road, Fresno, CA.

April 14 - 15, 2018 - The Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai presents its 30th Annual Bonsai Show at the 
Museum of Art & History, 705 Front Street, Santa Cruz, CA. Hours are 10:00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. with demonstrations at 2:00 p.m. both days. Saturday’s demonstrator will be Jonas 
Dupuich and Sunday’s will be Sensai Katsumi Kinoshita. Demonstration trees and other trees 
especially prepared by club members will be raffled off both days. Sales area will include 
quality vendor and member trees, pots, and other bonsai related items. In addition, enjoy the 
Watsonville Taiko Drummers on Saturday and the Santa Cruz Todo Kai Martial Arts 
demonstration on Sunday as well as other Japanese cultural events throughout both days. 
Admission price is $5.00 per individual for both the Museum and the Bonsai Show, 1/2 off the 
normal Museum Entrance fee. For more information, contact Ed Lambing at 
edinbonnydoon@comcast.net.

 Bonsai Club News
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Our Show is coming together nicely. 
We’re still trying to set up a meeting between 
the show planning committee and the museum 
coordinators. Looks like it’s going to be 
sometime around mid March. This meeting is 
to make sure we have the spaces we want and 
can do the things we want to do like setting up 
the sales area just outside the back doors of 
the main atrium and setting up the show on 
Friday night if possible. This would make 
Saturday morning’s final preparation go so 
much smoother and faster. 

In addition, we need to make sure we 
can use Abbott Square for the Santa Cruz Todo 
Kai Martial Arts demonstration. Arrangements 
have already been made by Helen Klee, for us 
to have the Watsonville Taiko Drummers 
perform at the corner of Pacific Avenue and 
Center Street. This is a prime location to get 
people interested in our bonsai show and move 
them from Pacific Avenue to the Museum. It 
really worked well last year and we hope to 
have the same success this year. 

We’re still in the throes of making 
arrangements with KSCO’s Rosemary 
Chalmers to do a live, on air interview 
somewhere around a few days in front of the 
show dates. If anyone would be interested in 
doing this on air interview, please let me know. 
Charles Sutton did it last year; I’ve done it 
before so if you are interested, you can contact 
us to get a feel for how much fun it is and how 
easy it is to talk with Rosemary.

Also, we have made arrangements with 
Jan Nelson, columnist of the Garden Section of 
the Scotts Valley Press Banner, to do an 
extended article/interview with Robert Stoll. 
The actual date for this to take place is yet to 
be determined but we know that she has 
reserved the space in the Press Banner to 
promote our show. 

Posters and post cards have been 
provided by Jack Brain & Associates again this 
year. This is a substantial contribution from 
Jack and we are very appreciative of his 
generosity. These items will be available for 
members to take and distribute appropriately. 
Posters can go on bulletin boards and 
appropriate business windows. Post cards can 
be placed at cash register checkout positions in 
nurseries and other like establishments where 
maximum attention and exposure can be 
expected. Please take what you can 
constructively use but not waste.

Helen has done an incredible job of 
setting up the “in museum” demonstrations of 
Sumi - e ink drawings by Carolyn Fitz as well 
as Ikebana Flower Arranging demonstrations 
both days by Helen. Origami (paper folding) will 
also be demonstrated both days.

The four parking spaces in front of the 
MAH along Front Street have been reserved 
for both days so that we can have unobstructed  
use for unloading our trees and things on 
Saturday and loading our stuff on Sunday. We’ll 
need a “traffic cop” to supervise and coordinate 
the use of these paces both days. Any 
volunteers?

Speaking of volunteers, as you well 
know, it takes a lot of people to set up the MAH 
for the show, staff the entrance tables, move 
refreshments around, take care of the Board 
Room while members and guests have lunch, 
helping in the sales area, and performing 
several other vital tasks during the show. 
Please be free with your talents and time by 
volunteering when asked to do so. It would also 
be very  helpful if we could get someone to 
take on the task of coordinating all the 
volunteers. Again, anyone interested in doing 
this for the club?
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More 2018 Show Items of Interest for all Club Members; 

1. Friday April 13th – We currently don’t know if we can get in on Friday night so folks should be prepared 
to show up Friday night or at 7:00 a.m. on April 14th to help with the show set up. We can pick up the 
tables from Alexis Party Rental on Friday evening so we’ll need help with that. Need volunteers to 
pickup & return the tables. Pick up at Alexis will be at 4:00 p.m. on Friday. The tables can be delivered 
to the MAH Loading Dock area that night and the MAH Staff will distribute them according to the 
drawing provided. Tables will be returned to Alexis on Monday, April 16th.  

2. Please wait until the set up is complete and the Show Chairperson, Ed Lambing, gives the word before 
you attempt to bring your trees into the MAH. There will be time so there’s no rush. 

3. Be prepared to stay around after the show on Saturday to help move the plant sale plants into the MAH 
for the night. Help will be needed to move the items back out Sunday morning. 

4. We have to completely clean the MAH and be totally out of the facilities on Sunday night by 6:00 p.m. 
You don’t have to stay all day. You’re free to leave after setting up each day but please return at about 
4:30 p.m. both days to help with the cleanup effort. 

5. Lunch will be served each day from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Lunch on Saturday 
is a “make your own sandwich” and is free to members, guests, and other club members. Sunday is a pot 
luck lunch so everyone is asked to bring their favorite dish (enough for six people.) Guests and other club 
members are welcome at no charge. The club will provide condiments and drinks both days. 

6. Each member is asked to bring two-dozen cookies each day to help keep the tea and cookie tables 
stocked. Helen Klee and her helpers will coordinate the tea/cookie tables each day. One dozen per 
member is not enough and we don't want to end up having to go out at the last minute to purchase more. 

7. Everyone must provide a list of trees that they intend to display and the approximate age of each tree. 
Please provide this information to Maggie Brubaker at maggiebru@att.com by April 4th. After this 
date, you’re on your own and if displaying a tree that does not have a Maggie Brubaker name-tag, you 
are responsible for making one of your own. Blanks will be provided. (This is not encouraged.) 

8. Each member is requested to donate at least one item per day for the Door Prize Table. Items including 
bonsai pots, potting mix, accent plants, bonsai plants, tools, etc. are suitable for door prizes. Door prizes 
are to be of good quality. Members will not be eligible to win door prizes as they are for guests only. 
Door prize tickets will be given to those in attendance after the demonstration. That way, we’re pretty 
much guaranteed that the winning ticket drawn is in the room. This expedites the door prize drawing. 

9. Each member is requested to bring at least one item per day for the Raffle Table. These items should be 
bonsai plants of good quality and if possible, should be in a bonsai pot. Members can win items from this 
table. Your club purchased 20 trees and pots from Don Hilbert earlier in 2017 and some members took 
them home to design, wire, and repot. These trees should be brought to the show on Saturday so they can 
be sorted and placed on the Raffle Table for Saturday and Sunday. 

10. Demonstration Trees. Members are eligible to win these trees. Raffle Drawing tickets can be purchased 
from club members during the demos or at the entrance tables. 

11. All members are invited to sell bonsai trees, accent plants, pots, etc. in the sales area. The club will 
receive at least 20% from all sales and the seller receives a maximum 80%. Members selling in the sales 
area must fill in the required forms so that the sales area representatives can properly track sales. 
Remember that this is our major fundraiser for the year. Copies of sales forms will be provided. 

12. There will not be an “Experienced Help” table this year. Each purchaser will be provided with 
instructions on how they can come to our General Meeting on April 21st where they will be given 
instructions on how to care for their recent purchases. 

13. Several lists are available for members to voluntarily sign up for various positions that will help make the 
show a success. Please be as accommodating and as generous with your time as possible. Contact Helen 
Klee at hkleester88@yahoo.com for positions available or you can add your name to the lists on 
Saturday March 17th. This is your show and it’s a great opportunity to show Santa Cruz the results of 
your laborious efforts. 

14. Please make sure you bring your name-tag and wear it both days. It’s nice when visitors are able to 
identify club members so they can ask them questions. If you have a happy coat, that should also be 
worn. 
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