
            
      
        
      
  

It has been a long 
time since we saw or 
experienced a 
demonstration like we’ll be 
enjoying during the May 
General Meeting. I can’t 
remember when 
we last had 
someone show 
us how to do an 
air layering and 
not certain just 
what kind of 
plant Aron will be 
using but you 
can rest assured 
that we’ll all 
learn something. 

Aron has been a 
member for a long time 
but this will be the first 
time that he will leading us 
in this type of bonsai work. 

If you have a tree 
that you think would be a 
candidate for air layering, 
please bring it to this 
meeting and get some 
help or at least some 

advice on just how to go 
about the process. 

If you do bring a tree 
that you would like to have 
air layered, you’ll also 
need to bring some 

sphagnum moss (or 
suitable substitute), to 
wrap the area where you’ll 
be removing the bark. 
Additionally, you’ll need 
some potting mix or other 
soil, some clear plastic, 
and some twine to tie it all 
together.

 Program For May 19th

May 2018 

Refreshments for May will be 
provided by:

    Sean Berry
        Bud Brown
            Kate LeBlanc

General Meetings:
  Monthly, 3rd Saturday, 9 a.m.
  Live Oak Grange Hall
  1900 17th Avenue
  Santa Cruz, CA 95062
Workshops: (Members Only)
  Monthly, 2nd Wednesday, 7 p.m.
  Aptos Grange Hall #800
  2555 Mar Vista Drive
  Aptos, CA 95003
Club Officers:
   President: Pete Logan
     pete.logan@sbcglobal.net

   Vice President: Sarah Tiller
     sarah.tiller@gmail.com

   Secretary: Deborah Wittich
     d_wittich@yahoo.com

   Treasurer: Helen Klee
     hkleester88@yahoo.com

   Past President: Ed Lambing
     edinbonnydoon@comcast.net
 
   Director at Large Position 1:
      Michael Anderson
      margiesmemoriies@aol.com

   Director at Large Position 2:
      Marc Shaw
      marcshaw@sbcglobal.net
   Newsletter Editor: 
      Ed Lambing
      edinbonnydoon@comcast.net

NEWSLETTER

Aron Beckley

May 28th

June 14th
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April’s Program
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April is normally the month that we 
have a repotting demonstration to show 
new 
members 
just how 
it’s done. 
This year 
we had 
eight or 
nine 
potential 
new members join us for this dynamic 
presentation by Mike Nelson. And, as 
always, Mike did a spectacular job. His 
interesting banter with useful information 
kept the audience engaged and attentive. 

The 
potential 
new 
members 
came to 
the 
meeting at 
our 
invitation. 
During our show the previous weekend, 
we told attendees that those who bought 
trees from Don Hilbert or Ron Bereman 
were welcome to join us on April 21st to 
learn how to care for and do a repot if 
necessary.  This is always a great 

gathering and a good way to get a head 
start in bonsai. 

Mike brought a couple of trees from 
which to choose as far as the repotting 
exercise was concerned. Discussing 

many 
different 
aspects 
of the 
repotting 
task, I’m 
sure all 
the 

potential 
new members learned a great deal. In 
fact, they were so enthralled that seven 
of them joined our club that day. 

Mike’s repotted tree was placed 
into the raffle and one of new members 
was the lucky winner. At first she was 
reluctant but after, we convinced her that 
we would continue to help as necessary 
and required!

Memorial Day or Decoration Day is a federal holiday in the United States for remembering the people who 
died while serving in the country's armed forces. The holiday, which is currently observed every year on the 
last Monday of May, will be held on May 28, 2018. The holiday was held on May 30 from 1868 to 1970. It 
marks the unofficial start of the summer vacation season, while Labor Day marks its end. 

Mike with winner Pamela Braga

Starting the discussion

Moving along with the repot

Almost done, just need a 
winner

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day


Who is Having a Birthday in May?
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Michael Anderson

Ben WillisRobert Stoll
Ed Valencia

I want to thank everyone who helped in the setup, teardown, or 
displaying of trees during our 30th Annual Bonsai Show. We were able 

to set up on Friday evening, which saved a lot of time on Saturday 
morning. Additionally, the starting time of 8 a.m. on Saturday gave us 
plenty of time to get our trees, stands, and accent plants in place for 

the 10 a.m. opening. 

The teardown on Sunday also went very efficiently. It was completed in 
about 90 minutes! Having all of you pitch in and get it done in such a 

short time was inspirational; it was an amazing team effort!  There 
should be no worry about having enough volunteers in the future. The 

job gets done no matter how many folks sign up!  Thank you all!
Ed Lambing, 2018 Show Chairman



The following schedule of demonstrators for calendar year 2018 and beyond is presented 
with the understanding that it is fluid and certainly not final. We appreciate your indulgence and 
patience as things develop and demonstrators become more clear and committed.  

May 19, 2018 - Aron Beckley - Air layering

June 16, 2018 - Annual Garden Tour.

July 21, 2018 - Katsumi Kinoshita

August 18, 2018 - Live & Silent Auction.

September 16, 2018 - TBD

October 21, 2018 - TBD

November 10, 2018 - Lucy Judd - Kusamono

December 15, 2018 - Holiday Brunch (White Elephant Gift Exchange).

January 19, 2019 - TBD

February 16, 2019 - TBD

March 16, 2019 - TBD

April 20, 2019 - TBD

If anyone has ideas or suggestions for demonstrators or events, please submit them to 
Michael Anderson, our Programs Chairperson, or any other member of the Board.
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And Now, A Little Humor:
● I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words.
● Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations.
● I didn’t like my beard at first. But then it grew on me.
● Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost her job because she            

not control her pupils?



Bonsai Care For May:
The rain gods have been pretty good 

to us this year. For the Bay Area this has 
been a weird year for weather; hot, 
then cold, dry then rain. But the sun angle 
is up and the days are longer so we need 
to get into watering mode now, in earnest, 
as the growing season is in full swing. I put 
my shade cloth up last week when I noticed 
a trident maple had sun scorch on a few of 
its leaves.
May is a big time in bonsai. For all except 
the show ready refined trees, we want to 
wire the first few inches of the new shoots 
once they have hardened off. This is the 
area that we will cut back to in the fall. This 
is the beginning or continuation of 
ramification for the branches and will pay 
big dividends later on if we do the work 
now. Don’t cut back and pinch these shoots 
now. This will help to thicken and set the 
movement of the branch. Watch the wire so 
it doesn’t cut in. You may need to remove 
the wire and rewire with a larger size to 
keep the shape. If you didn’t cut back to 
where you need the branch to start, do so 
now and then when a new shoot appears 
and hardens, wire it and follow the above 
procedure. 
 On trees that have the shape you 
want, let the shoot extend to four or five 
leaves and then cut back to two. Or when 
there are shoots extending, cut back 
beyond the beginning of the shoot and into 
the woody branch and wire any new shoots 
that pop from there into the new branch 
tips. Many times we need to do this to get 
the taper back under control. 
 On developing trees that need 
thickening of the trunk or branches, loosely 
wire the beginning of the branch and let the 
tips run wild. This should give you a section 

of branch that 
you can cut back 
later that will 
have shape and 
girth. But watch 
out for the wire 
digging in. It may 
only take a 
matter of a few 
weeks while it 
sets. 
 Black Pine: 
Don’t worry 
about overly long 
candles.  We will cut the candles from the 
end of this month through June depending 
on when the needles come about half an 
inch out and pull away from their 
sheaths. Feed up to the time you candle 
cut. 
 White Pine: Pinch off all but 4 sets of 
needles on succulent healthy candles and 
none on weaker ones. We will not be 
cutting the candles entirely off as in Black 
Pines. 
 Spruces, cedars, Redwoods and the 
like: Pinch off 2/3 of the succulent new 
shoot as it emerges with the fleshy parts of 
your finger tips (not the nails). 
 Azaleas: if you wish to enjoy the 
flowers, wait until they have finished about 
3/4 of the blooms before stripping all the 
buds off and cutting back to two shoots and 
two leaves. 
 This is a big time for pest and weed 
control so be prepared to do battle with 
everything from aphids to snails and 
dandelions to oxalis. Spray and bait for 
those critters.  

JT           Reprinted with permission
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In the United States, Flag Day is celebrated on June 14. It commemorates the adoption of 
the flag of the United States, which happened on June 14, 1777, by resolution of the Second 
Continental Congress. The United States Army also celebrates the U.S. Army Birthday on 
this date; Congress adopted "the American continental army" after reaching a consensus 
position in the Committee of the Whole on June 14, 1775. 
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation that officially established June 14 
as Flag Day; in August 1946, National Flag Day was established by an Act of Congress. Flag 
Day is not an official federal holiday. Title 36 of the United States Code, Subtitle I, Part A, 
CHAPTER 1, § 110 is the official statute on Flag Day; however, it is at the president's 
discretion to officially proclaim the observance. On June 14, 1937, Pennsylvania became the 
first U.S. state to celebrate Flag Day as a state holiday, beginning in the town of Rennerdale. New 
York Statutes designate the second Sunday in June as Flag Day, a state holiday.
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May 19-20, 2018 - The Akebono Bonsai Club and Kashu Suiseki Kai presents its Annual Show 
at the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple, 2751 Louis Road, Palo Alto, CA. Show hours are Noon until 
5 p.m. with a demonstration at 2 p.m. each day. Free admission, raffle for the demo tree and 
other trees as well each day. For additional info, contact Carl Yanari at (408) 781-5937.

May 19-20, 2018 - The Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai presents its 23rd Annual Satsuki Azalea 
Bonsai Show at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland, CA. Show 
hours are from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Sunday with a 
demonstration by Johnny Uchida on Saturday at 1 p.m. Demo tree will be raffled off when 
complete. For more information, contact George Haas at gwhass@comcast.net or visit 
satsukiazaleabonsai.org.

June 3, 2018 - The Monterey Bonsai Club presents its 55th Annual Exhibition at the Monterey 
Buddhist Temple, 1150 Noche Buena Street, Seaside, CA. Show hours are 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
with a demonstration by Sensai Katsumi Kinoshita at 1:30 p.m. Demo tree will be raffled off 
after the demo. For more info, contact Rich Gullien at richgullien@sbcglobal.net or Drew 
Tucker at dtucker128@gmail.com.

 Other Bonsai Club News

Our June Garden tour is coming together. Here’s what we know so far; The tour will start with a 
look at Maggie Brubaker’s garden in Prunedale. From there we will head to Mike Nelson’s 
bonsai garden in Salinas. After that, we’ll head back toward Santa Cruz and stop in Aptos for a 
brunch and a another look at Michael Andersons garden, koi pond, and aviaries. There are two 
new bonsai gardens to visit this year. Looking forward to it!

June Garden Tour Fast Approaching

We recently received a request from Mr. Bruce (Van) Tran, administrator of a web site 
entitled BonsaiUnited.com. He has invited bonsai enthusiasts to become members and create a 
portfolio that showcases their bonsai for the world to admire. Instructions are to simply create an 
account on this website and to add your bonsai to create a bonsai portfolio automatically. I have 
not tried this and would like to hear about anyone’s experiences if you decide to do so.
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